CRAFT 1IN ACTION

Pencils
Make a
Point

Fuilie K. Hanus

“CHEATIVITY AND PEORLEM
salving,” Harrlers Escel Berman
says The Bay Arcs artist is get
ting fired up, “Every school
§_|,'5.I:-|;I'|'| !.!I 'l EWEr 0 L, I.|'.|.':."|1
have ereativity and problem
polving &3 part of their migsion
wrabement. This is what they
want to teach their studenes.”™

But that's nat what's hap-
pening. Instead, Berman sees
what many of us recngnize:

an inereassd emphagis on s1an-
dardized testing, 4 Mmandanory
one-measureement-fs-all
1E||,||||;,|;|| L il i
tenchers. and schoaols chat turns
clasaroama ivto pressure conk-
erd, Thar shapes curriculum.
Thet makes the arts — and the
creativity and problem solving
they teach
wor can't afford.

Frustrated by the eremd, Ber-
man decided bo raige her voico.

Mick Lip T Merieile, Hegin
is n 12-foot-tall, 28-foor-wikde
shimmering cortain of pencils,
hanging in thi shape of a bell
curve = the stacsrecal “normal
distribution” used vodes i|.!'|1

Taiky Al |'.|.||.-:II::G,

scem like a luxury
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& american cralt decjaniz

standardized tests. Light shines
throwgh the gapa betwecn np
ansl eraser, creating hypnotic,
pextile-like patterng. The three
CEbEE SEnines — where national
moreming ensares most children
woone = swell with thonzands of
classic 1..'-.~1!ml.' Mo, 25,

To sy this work was a labor
of bove doesn't da it justice; let's
call it = Ixbor of enduring, catse-
driven devotion. Berman, wioes
oo children attended pablie
schoal, laanched the project in
February ooy, She macde a Myer
explaining her idea and handed
it out to educators. She emailed
EVErYOTE bl kmew = Individu-
_|_'||1. [Tz &ruksn llzlikes mass
email.) Used peneils began
P g kM, 4 |_'|:-|I[|||.' at 2 time,

then by the envelope, by the box.

“I dixin't want people to buy
me pencils,” Berman explaing.
=1 wanted poophe to send me,
comceptually, the pencil they
took a standardized vesr with,
The artist is nd STranger v
social issues. |n machi
chie nisees Dsisdi, e liesnned wich
coloriul brand lopos, 45 she oom
fiifcabEs pleas about cryinon
TiE L A il.|l.'-"|I:=I:- i Consymer
CRlmee, Lonr s, e ne I:I.
an inhospitable g-by i
sgpuare of narf made from 32,4008
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i her work,

meta] blades, rails against the
tconic, chemical-dressad Amer-
bcan o, Marsering Conpdiniss
(300467 was her first comment
on standardized vesting. The
classroom vignette i3 to the
point: The desk faccs a comer,
a straitjacket Wnding s chair,
Berman is adamant, “I%'s
not just the students who need
to be compliant and leam the
meterial bna -q,"-l:lltl!l"ﬂ!ll way,
bug the teachers wh have to
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Above: " Inplementasion
gets divwn 1o Jome nitey-
gritsy stall,” Berman
way e, “lLiks sharpesing
pencils fior hosrs, O
Al g EVETY B,

Right: Somae participants
w b bz lped Bewmnan
ingLanly pragped tbe
bechnigqos, Here de 4ot
st weorks with a young
sivdens o her homae,

{'I:II1|ﬂ:r' with the curriculum
and the nssessments. There's
this structure that goes all the
way from the top to the bottom
af the schodd syatem, £he &ays,

It affects everything on a daily

basis, and parents know ic.”
Berman, wio -.'u:umpl-:[—:w.i
Perrily this past August, began
bailding the first scandne in 2008,
threading monofilament fishing
line thirough holes she had drilled
In the p-e,-rl.;.'II:-:1 in the bbby of'a
el hosting a California arts
educators conference where she
was 1 speaker. Cver the years.
she continoed to engage the
public, mking the penils o the
sonc Maker Faire in San Mareo
nnd straight into elagsensnms,
“Students love, love, ove
it — totally responsded oo the pen-
cils just a8 a visnal,” she says,

In"s casy vo Imagine why. The
mediam 1s aded with sssocia-
thone, many vividly fused mo.ele-
mentary schodl vears: Freshly
sharpened pencils lined upin a
sk the Mo, 2 you need 1o fill
in bubbles on & Sest; bat als0 the
pure, simple leaming prodess
the fresdom to make mistakes,
prase, and Ty again.

Pick Up Foeer Pracils, Begin
asks us po consider which way
wr'ne headed, “Real |_'I'|,".1I:i'|.'il.':|'
ami problem sohving sne the
figrure,” Berman declares. “Miew
vechnologics, new ideas — that
takes creativity and problem salyv-
ing.” Yet those are concepts and
skills not casily tmaght theough
Increasinghy stractaned, by-the-
bk curriculum.

“What we peed 10 think absmer
is how art can address creativiny
in the schoals and how it can be
part off this diseusaion rather than
being disenizsed, What can 1 say#
That's why | made the plecs,”
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Craft s serdor editor,



